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Abstract: The Latin satire known as the Apocolocyntosis Divi Caludii, with several variant designations, is attributed 
to Seneca the Younger, a Roman Stoic philosopher, statesman and dramatist of the first century CE. It is a prose 
and verse satire upon the entrance of the Emperor Claudius into the netherworld, after his wife poisoned him with 
a fatal meal of mushrooms. In the afterlife, he is condemned to play a futile endless game of dice. The title is a pun 
upon his deifying apotheosis as a pumpkin, an event surprisingly not narrated in the satire. The pun enlists his 
aristocratic Etruscan heritage of the knobby crown of the haruspex diviner and his coronation as deified pharaoh 
of Egypt with the triple mushroom hemhem crown in a parody of his final meal upon the mistaken toxic sacrament 
of shamanism, plausibly traceable back to the original Anatolian homeland of the Etruscans and their migration 
through Thrace. Claudius’ apotheosized metamorphosis into the pumpkin gourd is more precisely as the squirting 
cucumber, a plant that is a pun upon the name of the Egyptian united kingdoms, and notorious for the sudden 
ejaculation of its seeds like a penis. Botticelli renewed the old joke in his portrayal of Giuliano de’ Medici defied as 
a Roman god in this painting of Venus and Mars. 
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The ancient Latin satire on the death of the Emperor Claudius is an elaborate joke, 
understandable to its original audience, as a parody of his supposed deification, involving the 
fungal shamanic sacrament of pharaonic ordination, probably reinforced by similar Etruscan 
rites brought to the Roman mainland from their migration through Thrace from their probable 
Anatolian homeland. 
The deification of the Roman Emperor Claudius was parodied in the anonymous 
Menippean or mixed prose and verse satire titled the ‘Gourd-ification of the Divine Claudius’ 
(Apocolocyntosis Divi Claudii), attributed to the Stoic philosopher and dramatist Seneca, the 
younger (first century CE). The title of the Apocolocyntosis (Ἀποκολοκύντωσις) puns upon 
apathanatisis (ἀπαθανάτισις. ‘deification’),1 where the second verbal element is athanatos 
 
1 Dio Cassius, Epitome, 61.35. 
 2 
(ἀθάνατος) or ‘immortal,’ here replaced by colocynthis (Greek, kolokynthís, κολοκυνθίς, 
κολοκύνθη). This gourd is usually translated as a ‘pumpkin.’ Claudius, as the title proclaims, 
turned into a ‘pumpkin head’ as a manifestation of the imperial cult of deification that began 
with Julius Caesar and persisted throughout Rome’s empirical rulers until the conversion to 
Christianity, which obviously precluded the possibility, but replaced it with the single supreme 
deity’s endorsement of his designated universal terrestrial ruler. No surviving manuscript bears 
the Apocolocyntosis title. The best of the three superior manuscripts of the satire bears the title 
Apotheosis per saturam (‘Apotheosis Satire’).2 Vespasian, who built a temple to the divine 
Claudius, is reported to have jested as he died:3 
Vae, puto deus fio! 
(‘Ah, I think that I am becoming a god!’) 
The Apocolocyntosis also bore another title, subtitle, or description as Ludus de morte 
Divi Claudii, ‘Joke on the Death of the Divine Claudius.’4 In the underworld, Claudius is 
condemned to an eternal punishment reminiscent of the Danaids, who were eternally 
attempting to collect water in a sieve or a leaking vessel for their prenuptial bath. Claudius 
vainly attempts to throw gambling dice shaken in a perforated (pertuso) dice box (fritillus, 
φιμός), condemned eternally to hunt for the dice that slipped away.5 
Aeacus iubet illum alea ludere pertuso fritillo. Et iam coeperat fugientes 
semper tesseras quaere et nihil proficere. 
(‘Aeacus orders him to play at dice, throwing with a dice box that had 
holes in it. And at once, he proceeded to his task of hunting for the dice, 
which forever slipped away.’) 
 In his youth, before his elevation to Emperor, Claudius had frittered away his time with 
gambling and drunken sexual debauchery.6 He later wrote a book on gambling, and was so 
passionate for the game that he designed a carriage with a stable gaming table that would 
allow him to play with friends while on the road.7 
 
2 Codex Sangallensis 569 (ninth-thirteenth century, Abbey library of Saint Gall, St. Gallen, Switzerland). So 
also, Codex Vaticanus Latinus 4498. 
3 Suetonius, Life of Vespasian, 23.4. 
4 The title of all the other manuscripts. 
5 Seneca, Apocolocyntosis, 14. 
6 Suetonius, Life of Claudius, 5. 
7 Ovid, Tristia, 2.471; Suetonius, Life of Claudius, 33. 
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There is surprisingly no event in the scenario of the narrative of the Apocolocyntosis that 
describes the metamorphosis of Claudius into the kolokynthē gourd, leading some to 
hypothesize that the title refers to another work that has not survived. The title rests solely on 
the testimony of Dio Cassius.8 Some scholars have suggested that there was another satire by 
Seneca, where the metamorphosis into a gourd was narrated, and that the title is wrongly 
ascribed to the extant satire. Or that the gourd metamorphosis occurred in a missing paragraph 
or lacuna. The transmogrification into a gourd stands alone in the title, which indicates that the 
original readers apparently knew what it meant. 
The reference is to the manner of Claudius’ death by poisoning from a meal of 
mushrooms, probably the culinary Amanita caesarea, contaminated by the inclusion of the 
deadly Amanita phalloides, with a further punning upon the psychoactive Amanita muscaria as 
a sacrament of shamanism and divinizing ordination, hence the ‘food of the gods.’ Nero, who 
was well-aware and perhaps even complicit in his mother Agrippina’s plot to assassinate her 
husband to secure her son’s accession to the throne, quipped that mushrooms were the food 
of the gods because Claudius had become a god because of the mushroom:9 
Τοὺς γάρ μύκητας θεῶν βρῶμα ἔλεγεν εἶναι, ὅτι καὶ ἐκεῖνος διὰ τοῦ 
μύκητος θεός ἐγεγόνει. 
The mushroom was considered a gourd, surviving in the French potiron or ‘pumpkin’ for any 
large mushroom. The Wassons devoted a whole section to “The Gourd Cluster” in Mushrooms, 
Russia, and History.10 
Potiron is assimilated into French from the Hebrew pitriya (פטריה)/Arabic futra ( ُفْطَرة) 
for ‘mushroom’ metaphorically designated as a ‘stone.’ English ‘pumpkin’ is an unrelated word, 
derived from Greek pepōn (πέπων) for a large ‘melon,’ as something ‘soft from ripeness’ (pep-
tein, πἐπ-τειν, cognate with English ‘peptic’ and ‘cook’ as digestion), with the obsolete 
diminutive –kin. The German Pilz for mushroom is derived from Btilz, an assimilation of the 
Latin boletus (Greek βωλίτης), one of which Boletae is called Steinpilz, ‘stone-mushroom.’  The 
boletus is named as a ‘lump’ of earth, a ‘nugget’ or stone (bōlos, βῶλος, cognate with English 
 
8 Dio Cassius, Epitome 61.35. 
9 Dio Cassius, Epitome, 61.35.4. 
10 Valentina Pavlovna Wasson and R. Gordon Wasson, Mushrooms, Russia, and History (New York, NY; 
Pantheon Books, 1957), 127-137. 
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‘bulb’). As something sacred, the mushroom typically has no name, but is designated by a 
panoply of metaphors, like the kenning that calls a ‘bear’ or ‘brownie’ a ‘bee-wolf’ or Beowulf. 
The most common word in Russian for mushroom is grip (гриб), which is not an actual name 
but descriptive of the ‘curved’ cap. This yields a curious zoomorphism in Greek as the fantastical 
bird known as the griffin (gryps, γρύψ, Latin gryphus), a legendary creature, indigenous to the 
Russian steppes, named for its prominent ‘curved’ or hooked beak, often ornamented with a 
mushroom excrescence. 
The identification of the mushroom as a gourd is transcultural. A North American 
version of the Cinderella folktale replaces the pumpkin carriage with a toadstool, implying that 
the redemptive transcendent journey of the Ash-maiden is accessed by a toxic mushroom.11 In 
European art of the Renaissance, mushrooms are often included in depictions of other gourds. 
Pliny describes a mushroom growing on hard dry ground, which the Greeks have designated as 
a ‘sponge’ (σφόγγος, a Mediterranean-Pontic Pre-Greek substrate loanword).12 The ‘sponge’ is a 
common metaphor for the mushroom, so designated in Latin as a fungus. The similarity of most 
gourds to a sponge is observable in cross-sectional views, and the petrification of the rind 
makes them also credible stones. In Vedic tradition, the gourd is the cup that holds the Soma 
drink of ambrosia, probably reflected in the gourd as a frequent implement of pilgrimage and 
spiritual quest, which is responsible for naming the still pot of the alchemical alembic the 
cucurbit or cucumber gourd. Etymologically, ‘gourd’ is a doublet of ‘cucumber.’ 
Gourds contain neuroactive alkaloids in their rind as a strategy of defense against 
ingestion.13 Even the edible common zucchini and pumpkin contain small amounts of atropine 
toxin,14 which produce effects like psychoactive or toxic Amanita mushrooms. Amanita 
muscaria and A. pantherina contain ibotenic acid and muscimol, compounds which exert an 
 
11 Frank Dugan, “Fungi, Folkways and Fairy Tales: Mushrooms and Mildews in Stories, Remedies from Oberon 
to the Internet”: 23-72, in North American Fungi, vol. 3, no. 1 (2009). The Cinderella tale is transcultural, 
appearing in Chinese and Asian versions as well, where the initiatory redemptive motif is obvious.  
12 Pliny, Natural History, 20.7. 
13 M. Wink, “Mode of Action and Toxicology of Plant Toxins and Poisonous Plants”: in Wirbeltierforschung in 
der Kultlandschaft (Mitteilungen aus dem Julius Kühn-Institut, vol. 421, 2009). 
14 Donald G. Barceloux, Medical Toxicology of Natural Substances: Foods, Fungi, Medical Herbs, Plants, and 
Venomous Animals (Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 2008), Chapter 154. 
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atropine-like activity and were once designated Pilzatropin, ‘mushroom atropine.’ This is the 
same toxin as occurs in deadly nightshade, Datura, and henbane. Dioscorides recorded that the 
cucumber disturbs the mind.15 
The colocynth that the deified Claudius turned into was the cucumber that the Greeks 
called bryony (bryōnia, βρυωνία), the wild cucumber, one of the plants associated with 
Dionysus/Bacchus, the wild and naturally poisonous vines that were the antecedent to the 
cultivated grapevine and the manufactured intoxicant of wine. They symbolically were 
analogues of the wild mushroom, the so-called fermentation of earth (ζύμωμα χθονός),16 that 
was subdued into cultivation as the fungal yeasts (zúme, ζύμη) that yielded ethanol, the 
intoxicant in wine. Bryony’s Greek name is derived from the verbal root ‘to swell, fill with the 
fluids of life’s vitality.’ The ritual cry of the bacchanalia was for the bryony cucumber to swell 
(brúete, brúete, βρύετε βρύετε)17 with life’s fluid, become tumescent. It was an incantation to 
induce the mushroom to fruit.18  It was directed to the other antecedents of the grapevine as 
well, and inevitably it implies a phallic erection, the summoning of the mushroom, since 
primary to its symbolism is its rapid spongy absorption of fluid, which makes it fruit from a 
stone or splitting egg into the form that was the common metaphor for an erect penis.19 
The bryony gourd was the squirting cucumber (Ecballium elaterium, the ‘driving 
ejaculate’). It is so called because the ripe fruit of the turgid elongated gourd suddenly jerks and 
ejects from the stalk, ejaculating a violent stream of mucous liquid containing its seeds through 
the aperture left by the detached peduncle. These seeds or semen are visible to the naked eye 
and, as a magical indication of their toxicity, were said to resemble the stinging tail or telson 
(posterior-most segment of an arthropod) of a scorpion, for which reason the plant was also 
called scorpionium (‘scorpion’) and by homeopathic analogy, it was a remarkably efficacious 
cure for the sting of the scorpion. The same efficacy was claimed for scorpion ashes as a 
 
15 Dioscorides, 4.184. 
16 Nicander, Alexipharmaca, 521. 
17 Euripides, Bacchae, 107. Compare Aristophanes, Frogs, 328 et seq.: describing the chaplet worn by the 
initiates into the Eleusinian Mysteries; Eubulus, frag. 56: ‘rim swelling with ivy,’ of a wine cup. 
18 John Allegro, Sacred Mushroom and the Cross: a study of the Nature and Origins of Christianity Within the 
Fertility Cults of the Ancient Near East (London: Hodder and Stoughton, LTD., 1970), 76 et seq. 
19 Archilochus, frag. 252. 
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remedy for its sting.20 The slimy mucous ejaculate of the squirting cucumber is suggestive of the 
‘mucous’ metaphor that designates the mushroom as mykēs (μύκης) in Greek. The cucumber 
ejaculate was supposedly efficacious in the homeopathic treatment of scabby skin, the 
distinctive appearance of the cap of the Amanita muscaria. It was such a legendary psoriasis or 
scabies that afflicted the Proitides, the half-sisters of Perseus, as they metamorphosed into 
mooing estrous maddened mushroom cows, with their skin turning blotchy, red and scabby as 
they behaved, in what everyone observing them thought was a very lewd manner.21 The English 
‘mushroom’ is itself a metaphor, a zoomorphism as a mooing cow in estrus or a sexually 
aroused bellowing bull, in which form they emerged from the ground, an onomatopoeic 
manifestation as a ‘moo-shroom,’ traceable back to ancient Greek μυκά-εσθαι, surrounded by 
the equally onomatopoeic diminutive ‘buzzers’ called μυίσκαι or ‘flies’ that give the Amanita 
muscaria its specific nomenclature as fly agaric, tue-mouches in French and Fliegenpilz in 
German.22 Its designation as an agaric derives from the Thracian Agari shamans who always 
accompanied the first-century BCE King Mithridates VI of Pontos, known for the mysterious 
universal panacea called mithridate (mithridatum), so called after him, whose name indicates 
he was a Zoroastrian follower of Mithras. The initiatory drug of Mithraism was a perpetuation 
of the Persian haoma sacrament as the Amanita muscaria.23 
 Common names for the squirting cucumber include ‘donkey dick’ (French concombre 
d’âne, Modern Greek gaïdaggouriá, γαιδαγγουριά, Italian calabacilla asinino, German 
Eselsgurke), ‘devil’s prick’ (Spanish pepinillo del Diablo), ‘whore’ dildo (French giglet), and ‘lizard 
cucumber’ (Spanish pepino de lagarto). In Judaic tradition, the squirt from the cucumber was 
called ‘donkey scum,’ and its supposed rampant growth in cemeteries suggested ritual 
uncleanliness by contamination with the dead, for which it also served as a purification.24 The 
 
20 Pliny, Natural History, 11.30. 
21 Carl A.P. Ruck, “The Myth of the Lernaean Hydra”: 795-804, in Stefano Goffredo and Zvy Dubinsky (eds.), 
The Cnidaria, Past, Present, and Future: The World of the Medusa and her Sisters (New York, NY: Springer 
Publishing, 2016). Ruck, The Son Conceived in Drunkenness, 203 et seq. 
22 Carl A.P. Ruck, (ed.), Dionysus in Thrace: Ancient Entheogenic Themes in the Mythology and Archaeology of 
Northern Greece, Bulgaria, and Turkey (Berkeley, CA: Regent Press, 2017), 49 et seq.  
23 Carl A.P. Ruck, Mark Hoffman, and José Alfredo González Celdrán, Mushrooms, Myth, and Mithras (San 
Francisco, CA: City Lights Books, 2011). 
24 ‘Donkey scum’: yeroket hehamor. Mishnah, Ohalot, 8.1. 
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taste of the cucumber is extremely bitter and instantly suggestive of poison, and despite its 
employment in folk medicine, lethal adverse effects are documented in the medical record.25 
Despite the high concentration of cucurbitacin, sub-lethal dosages produce intoxication or 
other physiological results. The obvious obscenity of this phallic ejaculation led to its being 
considered an abortifacient in antiquity,26 where by homeopathic magic the cause of a malady 
was also its potential remedy, as in the above cited Judaic purification ritual: hence the word 
play upon ejaculate and abort in the ancient Latin name for the drug extracted from it as 
elaterium or ‘ejaculate/expel,’ for which reason it was also thought to be efficacious as a 
purgative for the bowels, a diuretic, and to aid the discharge of the menses. Thus, the plant was 
also worn as a talisman by women wanting to conceive, and then tied around their private parts 
to stimulate parturition, whereupon it was immediately at the very instant of delivery taken 
from the house to avert its opposite efficacy. Since the squirting cucumber is obviously phallic 
in its symbolism, the wearing of it by females implies its application as a dildo or wanton 
lasciviousness as in the French giglet and English argot as ‘cucumber whore.’27 
—[A neglected wife] In cucumber time, I kept myself quiet. 
—[Proverb] He is pleased with gourds and his wife with cucumbers. 
—[Middleton, Chaste Maid, 1613]My wife’s as great as she can wallow . . 
. and longs for nothing but pickled cucumbers and his coming. 
The squirting cucumber elicited great interest in antiquity since it noticeably jerked as it 
ejaculated, and hence suggested that it was animate among the other stationary botanicals. In 
addition to the ejaculate from the detached peduncle, the cucumber can also suddenly 
explode, splitting longitudinally like a corpulent pea pod, exposing a womb bursting with seeds; 
hence called the ‘exploding cucumber.’ It was thus as obscenely animate in its uterine display. 
The pod-plant as a womb is a common folkloric metaphor for the mushroom.28 This explosion 
 
25 Abdulazim S. Salhab, “Human Exposure to Ecballium elaterium Fruit Juice: Fatal Toxicity”: 445-450, in 
Pharmacology and Pharmacy, vol. 4, no. 5 (August 20130. 
26 Pliny, Natural History, 20.2.3 et seq. 
27 Gordon Williams, A Dictionary of Sexual Language and Imagery in Shakespearean and Stuart Literature 
(London and Atlantic Highlands, NJ: The Athlone Press, 1994), s.v. cucumber. 
28 The pod-plant qiqayim as an assimilation of the Sumerian ‘sun-shade’ for the plant that suddenly grew to 
cast its shade over Jonah, but quickly withered and died, infested with fly larvae. Allegro, The Sacred 
Mushroom and the Cross, 40, 90. Carl A.P. Ruck, Mark Hoffman, and Blaise Staples, “Conjuring Eden: Art and 
the Entheogenic Vision of Paradise”:                                                                                                                                                          
13-50, in Entheos: Journal of Psychedelic Spirituality, vol. 1, no. 1 (2001), 19-20. 
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made it analogous to the puffball fungi. These are like exploding rocks. Thus, the squirting 
cucumber is also called ‘the stone cucumber’ (Modern Greek petraggouriá, πετραγγουρπιά). 
The Semitic metamorphic word for mushroom as a ‘stone’ also yielded the word for ‘release, 
ejaculate’ and ‘birth,’ equating the seminal and amniotic effluents. It also yields the word for 
‘bread’ (cognate with ‘pitta’), a common metaphor for the mushroom, as in the bread of 
ravens, the thunderbird, and the like. 
The fifth-century BCE comedian Kratinos (Cratinus) produced a play titled Odysseus, 
with an obscene chorus of drunken Cyclopes. In one fragment of the lost comedy, Athenaeus 
records that the squirting cucumber was called the ‘seed-gourd’ (spermatías, σπερματίας), 
citing the scene where the love-sick Penelope inquired about the whereabouts of her long-
absent husband, only to learn that he is on the island of Paros buying a large cucumber.29 Her 
respondent is apparently her husband Odysseus, still in disguise, with his gigantic erection not 
yet revealed. The Athenian audience apparently understood that this referred to the potent 
mushroom-fortified wine of Maron30 and the cyclops Polyphemus and to the Kabeiric gnomish 
role of Odysseus in the secret of the Mystery of the Great Gods of Samothrace. 
In the Apocolocyntosis, Claudius finally dies by ‘bubbling up the ghost’ (animan ebulliit), 
and the last words he was heard to utter were: ‘I believe I have made a mess of myself’  
(concacavi),31 referring to the diuretic effect of the elaterium from the squirting cucumber, 
responsible for the tradition that a clyster was administered to the dying Emperor.32 As the 
author claims: 
Whether this was actually so or not, I cannot say: but everyone agrees 
that he always made a mess of things. 
(quod an fecerit, nescio: omnia certe concacavit.) 
 
29 Cratinus, frag. 149 (136K), the scene as reconstructed by John Maxwell Edmonds, The Fragments of Attic Comedy 
(Leyden: Brill, 1957). 
30 Carl A.P. Ruck, “Mushrooms and the Wine of Maron”: 17-36, in Megalithic Monuments and Cult Practices: 
Proceedings of the Second International Symposium, Blagoevgrad, 12-15, October 2016, South-West University 
Neofit Rilski, University Research Center for Ancient European and Eastern Mediterranean Cultures (Blagoevgrad, 
Bulgaria: Neofit Rilski University Press, 2016). 
31 Seneca, Apocolocyntosis, 4. 
32 Graves later realized the reference, but thought that the poison was delivered in the clyster. Michael Pharund, 
“The Mythophile and the Mycophile: Robert Graves and R. Gordon Wasson.” 
http://en.psilosophy.info/the_mythophile_and_the_mycophile_robert_graves_and_r._gordon_wasson.html 
Accessed 20 August 2016. 
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Con-ca-ca-vi plays upon the Emperor’s satirized verbal disability as a stutterer. Although 
obviously born with serious physical impairment, he himself circulated the story that his 
disabilities were a childhood affectation to protect himself so that he would appear too stupid 
to be considered in line for the emperorship.33 
The cucumber could be used to indicate a baldhead,34 but there is no evidence that a 
‘cucumber-head’ meant a fool, a ‘cabbage-head,35 and the satire does not parody Claudius for 
his stupidity. The Emperor, in fact, was an acknowledged noted scholar,36 perhaps the only one 
so distinguished before Marcus Aurelius. Claudius wrote numerous books, including an 
important History of the Etruscans, now lost, and he was the last person able to speak their 
language, for which he compiled a lexicon, and he attempted to add certain Etruscan letters to 
the Roman alphabet. His detested first wife Urgulanilla was Etruscan, and he, also, was possibly 
of Etruscan descent.37 It is probable that Julius Caesar’s hereditary cognomen was Etruscan, an 
honorific title, whose meaning has been lost, and having nothing to do with the fanciful folkloric 
anecdote of his supposed caesarian birth or full head of hair as a newborn infant. The gourd 
head of Claudius’ deification satirizes him as what in the common parlance is called a ‘prick,’ 
cleverly enlisting the bacchanalian connotations and perverting the sacred role of the 
mushroom that is the gourd’s analogue in rituals of divine ordination and shamanism. One of 
the species of cucurbites is called ‘cucumber of the prophets (Cucumis prophetarum). It’s 
common name in Arabic is ‘dog cucumber,’ implying initiatory rites of lycanthropy. 
The role of the mushroom in Etruscan religion may have reinforced the notion of 
Claudius’ association with the gourd of divine ordination. The Etruscans buried their dead in 
 
33 Suetonius, Claudius, 38.3; Dio Cassius, 60.2.4. The cause of Claudius’ disability was probably cerebral palsy, that 
produced physical infirmity not affecting his mental abilities: Ernestine F. Leon, “The Imbecillitas of the Emperor 
Claudius”: 79-86, in Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological Association, vol. 79 (1948). 
34 Apuleius, Metamorphoses, 5.9: cucurbita calviorem ‘[I got a husband older than my father and] balder than a 
cucumber.’ 
35 “There is little proof beyond modern usage that kolokúnte or cucurbita might suggest a fool to Seneca’s 
audience. Moreover, the text of Seneca does not in fact demonstrate the ‘foolification of Claudius.’” John Scott 
Campbell, “Pisspots and Gourds: A Footnote to Apocolocyntosis”: 9-10, Liverpool Classical Monthly, vol. 20, no. 1 
and 2 (1995). 
The one citation that implies ‘stupidity’ is Apuleius, Metamorphoses, 1.15. 
36 Suetonius, Claudius, 3.1. 
37 A.W.J. Holleman, “Did the Emperor Claudius Have Etruscan Blood in his Veins?”: 298-300, in L’Antiquité 
Classique, vol. 57 (1988). 
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mushroom-shaped stone urns,38 or more elaborately in mausoleums that expanded the stipe to 
accommodate sufficient room for burial chambers. As an authority upon the Etruscans, 
Claudius would have been associated with their traditions of Tages, the little old man who 
cropped up from the ground in the path of the plowman and together they taught the people 
the art of divination, and also the occult Lydian origins of their people,39 the arcane mushroom 
lore that Virgil incorporated in the Aeneid in the episode of the Harpies’ curse and the edible 
divinatory fairy tables, that would signal the founding of Rome by the refugees from the fallen 
city of Troy.40 This was the cherished tradition in medieval Europe by which the ruling elite 
justified their empowerment through descent from Aeneas, the cousin of the prince Paris of 
Troy. 
Deification of the ruler was not a Roman custom before Julius Caesar and was 
influenced by his conquest of Egypt, where he had a notorious affair with Cleopatra, the last of 
the Hellenized pharaohs, from whom he sired a son, Ptolemy XV, Philopater Philometor (‘who 
loves his father and mother’) Caesar, nicknamed Caesarion (‘Little Caesar’), who ruled jointly 
with his mother and was the last pharaoh of Egypt.41 He was assassinated at the age of 
seventeen by Octavian Augustus, adopted heir of Julius Caesar.42 Caesar is suspected of 
endorsing the tale that Octavian’s mother had conceived him from the god Apollo during an 
 
38 Necropolis of Tarquinia. 
https://wandering-through-time-and-place.me/2013/04/17/the-tombs-of-tarquinia-an-etruscan-city-of-the-dead-
mediterranean-ports/ 
Accessed 10 August 2016. 
39 Herodotus, 1.94. 
40 Carl A.P. Ruck and Robert Larner, “Virgil’s Edible Tables”: 387-449, in J.A. Rush (ed.), Entheogens and the 
Development of Culture: The Anthropology and Neurobiology of Ecstatic Experience (Berkeley, CA: Atlantic Books, 
2013).φ 
41 Ptolemy Caesar or Caesarion was Caesar’s second child. His only legitimate child from his 
three marriages was his daughter Julia Caesaris Filia, from his first wife Cornelia, who became 
the fourth wife of Pompey the Great. Caesar believed that Marcus Junius Brutus (who was 
among his assassins) was his bastard son from his aristocratic mistress Servilia (Plutarch, Brutus, 
5.2). He may also have sired a daughter, Junia Tertia, from Servilia (Cicero, apud Suetonius, 
Caesar, 50). 
42 Cleopatra had two sons and a daughter by Mark Anthony. Octavian Augustus Caesar 
entrusted them to his elder sister and former wife of Mark Anthony to raise with her own 
children. 
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ecstatic midnight religious revel.43 Caesarion spent his infant years from 46 to 44 BCE in Rome 
and was twice portrayed wearing the pharaonic crown with his mother in stone reliefs from the 
Temple of Hathor at Dendera, proclaimed ‘god and the son of god.’ Caesar’s predecessor 
Alexander as conqueror had been anointed as pharaoh in Memphis on 14 November 332 BCE 
and was offered the double crown of the Two Kingdoms and was subsequently deified, in the 
tradition of the pharaohs. 
The elongated white hedjet crown of Egypt had the bizarre shape of a bowling pin of 
mushroom, described by the German authority on pharaonic crowns as pilzartige or 
‘mushroom-like.’ It was of the greatest antiquity, going back to the Pre-dynastic period (6000 
BCE), the most ancient emblem of pharaonic empowerment or priestly ordination and meant to 
represented the fungal psychoactive sacrament that it so obviously resembles. It was later 
combined with the red deshret of Lower Egypt, which represents the empowering goddess as a 
high-backed throne, the empty throne awaiting the sovereign, with a curled cobra uraeus rising 
from its seat, or more explicitly from the red menstruating private parts of the goddess and 
signifying the serpent’s toxicity enlisted for the protection of the pharaoh. The seated goddess 
with knees akimbo configuration as a throne imitates the sexually provocative posture often 
assumed by during intercourse or as a visual gesture to initiate sexual concourse. With the 
combining of the two kingdoms, the hedjet was placed upon the desret throne of the goddess 
to produce the combined crown called the pschent. The hedjet was further modified by the 
addition of flanking ostrich feathers to produce the atef crown representing Osiris, or his 
incarnation in the pharaoh as his son Horus empowered to rule on earth. The feathers 
symbolized the justice of Maat and the airy lightness of spiritual transcendence. The mushroom 
shaped hedjet, however, was always the nucleus, even when further multiplied in the hemhem 
crown of the Hellenistic Harpocrates, the personification of Silence as the child Horus who 
presided over the secrets of the Mysteries.  
The land of Egypt itself was a pun upon the mushroom. Punning is facilitated by a 
consonantal writing system, where vocalization is determined by context. MZR is the verb ‘to 
stretch.’ It could designate the stretch involved in surveying or measuring the land to determine 
 
43 Stefan Weinstock, Divus Julius (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971). 
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a plot. e official modern name of Egypt is Gumhuriyyat Mizraim al-‘Arabīyyah (the Arab 
Republic of the Double Stretch). Mizraim is a dual plural because it designates the two stretches 
or plots of land along the Nile, the nation comprised of the double stretch of Upper and Lower 
Egypt, the two kingdoms. This is quite a long stretch. It would be simple-minded not to realize 
that the most archetypal item that stretches, especially in fertility imagery and related cults, is 
the penis, which is inevitably suggestive of the mushroom. The same stretch designated an 
extraordinary plant, a gourd in the likeness of an elongated erect penis, that ejaculated when it 
fruited, the so-called squirting cucumber or Egyptian gourd. By a punning metathesis of vowels, 
the MZR (mezar, ‘cucumber,’ African, i.e. Phoenician name κουσιμεζαρ,44 Aramaic kisu mazar, 
 was the MZR (masor, ‘surveyed plot’), that doubled was the name of Egypt.’45 In a (קשא מוזר
consonantal writing system, the stretched plot and the penile cucumber are identical. The 
stretch describes not only the phallic up-thrust of the mushroom’s stipe, but also the 
overarched spread of its cap as receptive vulva or canopy for the inseminating squirted 
ejaculation of the remarkable cucumber, the stretched mushroom gourd that was called MZR, 
the two bound by the dual as the doubled kingdoms. The phallic metaphor as the designation 
of the country was facilitated by the theological significance of its prime male deity Osiris and 
his analogues in the persona of his son Horus and of his father Ra, as well as many of the 
attendant ithyphallic gods, as deified anthropomorphisms of the mushroom that empowered 
the land’s priestly terrestrial ruler.  
An Etruscan haruspex wore a hat resembling the hedjet crown of the Egyptian 
pharaoh.46 The perforated frillarius for Claudius’ eternal; throw of the dice was actually funnel 
shaped. Hence its Greek name as φιμός or ‘muzzle,’ implying the pointed snout of a canine. 
It is customary for shamans to imitate the characteristic appearance of their 
empowering sacrament or its animate zoomorphic spirit in the manner of their dress. Among 
the indigenous inhabitants of the islands of Hawai’i, warriors were initiated into a brotherhood 
 
44 Pseudo-Dioscorides, 4.150. 
45 Allegro, The Sacred Mushroom, 142 et seq. 
46 Bronze figurine of an Etruscan haruspex, 17.7 cm high, fourth century BCE, Vatican Museum, 
Gregorian Etruscan Museum, room III, inv. no. 12040. 
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by the ingestion of a mushroom sacrament and thereby earned the right to wear a wickerwork 
helmet ornamented with mushrooms, obviously not as head armament but as a badge of 
distinction.47 The Phrygian cap awarded the initiates into the warrior cult of Mithras had a 
similar significance. Livy (first century BCE-CE) says nothing about the headgear of the seven 
early kings of Rome (753-509 BCE), the first of whom was Romulus, supposedly nursed by a 
wolf, a tradition that implies the motif of initiatory lycanthropy.48 Dio Cassius (third century CE) 
records a tradition of crowns for the early kings. The kings, at least the fifth Lucius Tarquinius 
Piscus and the last Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, were probably Etruscan, and fulfilled the office 
of the principle augur or haruspex, with the title of pontifex maximus, or ‘chief metaphysical 
bridge-maker’ with the deities. Presumably they might have worn the cucumber headdress of 
an Etruscan liver-diviner. Presumably they might have worn the cucumber headdress of an 
Etruscan liver-diviner. 
A recently discovered stone carving of Claudius on the wall of the Temple of Isis at 
Shanhur about twelve miles north of Luxor twice depicts the Emperor wearing the pharaonic 
multiple penis-gourd hemehm crown making an offering of phallic wild opium lettuce to the 
ithyphallic god Min.49  
Take this lettuce in order to unite it with your phallus and let the lettuce make 
your phallus fertile. 
Although he had not visited Egypt, the carving probably indicates that he had been initiated or 
ordained as pharaoh. The sight of a Roman wearing the ornate Egyptian headgear must have 
afforded ample material for satire. The hieroglyphic inscription proclaims Claudius the ‘Son of 
 
47 Mark Hoffman, “Mushroom Myth and Imagery in Hawai’i: Evidence for an Indigenous Cult”: 
41-47, in The Entheogen Review, vol. 11, no. 2 (summer 2002).  
48 Herodotus cited the Lycians (named for the ‘wolf’) as a matriarchal society, where the future 
king inherited power through marriage to the female heiress, as developed in Robert Graves 
Greek Myths. A similar tradition is discernable in Arthurian legend and among the Celts and the 
Picts. 
49 International Business Times, 28 March 2014: “Roman Emperor Claudius Dressed as Egyptian 
Pharaoh Found Carved on Ancient Stone”: 
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/roman-emperor-claudius-dressed-egyptian-pharaoh-found-carved-
ancient-stone-1442222 
Accessed 24 August 2016. 
He is depicted performing a pole-raising rite for the god Min, promoter of fertility. 
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Ra, Lord of the Crowns.’ As a Roman Emperor, the scholarly Claudius was intelligently modest 
about the imperial cult of deification. In his ‘letter to the Alexandrian Embassy,’ Claudius 
acknowledges the honors and statues erected to him, but he deprecates the building of a 
temple to himself, for ‘sacred things . . . are granted . . . to the gods alone as special honors in 
my opinion.’ Nevertheless, the letter was publicly posted by the prefect so that the citizens of 
Alexandria might marvel at the majesty of their god Caesar.50  
A good joke has a life of its own and bears repeating. As a final observation, let us note that 
Sandro Botticelli renewed the motif of the cucumber gourd head of deification in his depiction 
of Giuliano de’ Medici as the god Mars. Giuliano, the younger brother of il Magnifico, has just 
entered an altered state of consciousness, passed out in la petite mort after consummation 
with the beautiful Simonetta as Venus. His penile baton of military command has just fallen 
from his dangling, now quite noticeably limp wrist. An impudent little Pan is emerging from the 
armor cuirass or breastplate, which is serving as the head pillow for the unconscious Giuliano. 
The complement of the cuirass as the jousting armament is the helmet that another Pan has 
tried on for size as he thrusts with the penile lance. The jousting casque was a head armament 
that completely encased or encapsulated the head, like the hull of vegetables or gourds, 
cognate with cask, ultimately derived from the verb to shake or rattle, as in a gourd shaken for 
a rattle or the dice box for the throw of dice. The Pan emerging from the jousting cuirass leans 
upon a squirting cucumber, beside a spilled cup of its mucous ejaculation, equated to the glans 
of the baton militaire. Michelangelo finalized the deification, elevating Giuliano to the ranks of 








50 P. Lond. 6.1912, written in response to a letter sent from the Alexandrians in 41 CE 
congratulating him on his accession to the emperorship, asking for certain favors, and to settle 
the dispute between the Greek and Jewish citizens. 
